Careful and expert toaling up
has ensured beautiful mouldings
ang;degveeﬁﬂmﬂ]alwm
Pr

As menticned previously, she
has the now well established Prout
nacelle unning the full le of
the bridge deck, dr
reducing any bm;ge deck ﬂam‘i‘
providing ample headroom in the
mnsalqmmd lowing & very
neat engine instaliation.

She has clear uncluttersd
decks with flush hatches for sail
and anchor stowage making sail

handling and werking the boata
drearn.

The cockpit is comfortably
sculptured and spacicus with large:
self drain holes creating a safe
sheltered ervironment when alsea
ard sheltered sunbathing when
anchored,

Below decks, as you would
expect fram Pmuls,she is
exirermely roomy for a 31 focter
with 23 sngle berths, bwe double
berths, all with ample stowage.

The saloon can seat 6 in
comfortand the table can be fitted
either in the forward or aft saloon
albgwing flexdbility of use She hasa
beautifully appointed galey which
wm.lldpulmmy household
titchens to sharme,

The Mavi is provided with
Msbeddsut%whhamﬂe

stowage for 2l your charts- A
cochtail cabinet is fitted behind the

chart table to sleady the navigators’
hand!

Whikst foraard in the port hull
we have a honiry toilet’
compartment with plenty of space
for et

Hm]ywhweﬂw“bw
room” aft of the gelley providing
Eneratorns

essential tems required ona
mmmh Euilt into

each keel and integral fuel tank,
she makes the ideal cruising
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MULTIHULLS Reviewed by Jim Andrews

The search for

a stable ship

HAT ROLAND and Francis Prout
have plenly of experience In
designing big catamarans goes without
saying—Lthey pioneered the type in
Europe. It was therefore no surprise
that our first view of their new 31 foot
Quest revealed clean lines, and the
last word im modern outlook—her
‘minsail’ rig, with the mast stepped
way aft, and the subsequent enormous
fore-triangle being all of a piece
aesthetically with the angular super-
structure and deep cockpit coamings.
As we slid away down Smallgains
Creek with the Hydro-Marin 12 hp
diesel chuntering very quietly indeed
behind us, the speedometer climbed
to an easy 5'; knots even as we began
to punch into the short Estuary chop
outside. A 17 hp version is awvailable,
and some owners who like motoring
may well consider the exira cost
worthwhile, but the 12 makes an
adequate anxiliary.

For manoeuvring purposes, the
ceniral outdrive leg with ils big three
bladed propeller can be steered to a
certain extenl by means of a lever in
the cockpit, and this undoubtedly was
valuable on the boat Judy and I sailed,
as her rudders did not furm as far as
we understand those of the standard
Quest will.

When reversing, 1 found a reluct-
ance, even with the ‘drive leg' and
both rudders hard over, to turm to
starboard, but given time she obeyed
in the end. One must remember that
not only has this catamaran got long,
shallow keels under each bhull, but
ghe also has skeg-mounted, rather
shallow rudders, so turns were mnot
tight compared to some other cats we
have sailed.

Visibility from the helm is excellent
under power, which makes coming up
to a mooring easy and iroublefree,
and I found that the main shrouds,

......... Proui Catamarans,
The Point, Canvey Island,
Essex

which come down near the forward
end of the cockpit, made ideally placed
and most useful handholes when
climbing out onto the side-decks to
go forward.

Being able to set, reef or stow the
tiny, very high-aspect-ratio mainsail
(if one eam really czll it that) without
having to leave the cockpit, is another
very good safety point, and as the
vast ‘spiderweb-cut’ headsail is also
unrolled on its Rotostay from the
game position, one felt that the family
man should have everything very much
under his personal control. The only
drawback seemed to be that with the
headsail set fully, in the form of a
mighty 315 square foot genoa, much
of the view forward was badly
obscured, To be fair to Prouts, the
boat we were given to test for some
reason had a mast two feet shorter
tham standard, yet retained the full luff-
length in her headsail. Even so, a
later look at a standard version of
the boat gives us to think that
forward visibility to leeward when
under full sail will still be somewhat,
il mot as hadly, restricted. Not being
a racing man, I would have preferred
the fool of the headsail much higher,
and to hell with the last quarter knot
of performance. Just my preference,
of course.

The hoat we tried was, like all the
first few Quesis, tiller sieered, but now
I'm glad to say that wheel steering
will be optional. Although more
costly, and meaning that one must
alwaye steer from the one area of
the cockpit, that will undouhtedly
make this particular cal much more
manageahle for a single-hander (or
father with young family demanding
Mum's full-time attention}. The wheel
will tend, by friction of the linkage,
to hold the helm fin the position last
thought of" when tacking. By contrasi,
I found it a tricky business te hold
the free-moving tiller-bar firmly over
throughout the whole of 2 lacking
manoeuvre (as one must), while al
the same time attempling (o winch
in the miles of genoa sheet.

As experienced catamariners will
know, it s essential to get the head-
sail trimmed home as gquickly as pos-
sible on a new tack to preveni her
weather-cocking—and I'm afraid I
muffed one or two tacks hefore T got
the hang of holding the helm steady
with a knee, so as to have both hands
free for the sheets. As I say, the
optional wheel-steering, apart from
being much easier on the arms where
linked twin rudders are concerned in



anything of a sea, will make short.
handed manoceuvring much less com-
plicated.

As to the rig itself, while the fact
that the driving sail in any catamaran
is undoubtedly its headsail is well
known (and therefore the more of
the hoat's area is in the fore-iriangle
the better), 300 square fool is a lot
of sail. If one of these boals were to
be very lightly crewed, a small stay-
sail on the inner forestay, as in Prout's
bigger Smowgoose, and a high-clew
yankee jib in place of the genoa,
would make a more easily managed
combination even with more strings
to pull. The stays’l and small jib has
proved a perfeet arrangement in the
bigger boat when set without the
mainsail in heavy weather, and 1 see
no reason why Quest would mnot
respond to this equally well

But enough of theorising—once we
got her going under sail and beat out
into clear water, with the wind not
above force two, ‘our’ Quesi showed
definite lee helm under full sail, and
as the breeze (reshened, though
balance improved, sheeting the hig
headsail became more of an effort.
Indeed when trying it single-handed
I found that the winches, mounted
on a kind of console (which formed
the one and omly cockpit locker) at
the middle of the back of the cockpit,
seemed to be sited where I felt their
cleats should be, and vice versa. To
complicate matters, the winch handles
tended to get foul of the mainsheet
with its multiple parts, which ran on
a slide just behind them.

Things were generally much better
as we rolled up part of the jib,
brought it to a more manageable size,
could see under it, and improved the
boat's balance still further, all by
pulling on the furling line, In the
process, we seemed to lose mothing
from our steady 5-5!': knots close-

Below: tillers have to hinge up to

clear the winech handles.

Bottern  Right:  Quest's

long,

luxurious saloon lets in lots of light
but stowage could be better.

hauled. The only disadvantage now
was that associated with every head-
sail roller system I have tried (in-
cluding that on my own boat), namely
that due to having rolled the initial
Iuff curvature of the sail round the
spar, the remaining canvas set badly,
with the ‘body’ and flow coming fur-
ther aft than is best; so we ended up
not pointing as high as might other-
wise have been possible. Leeway, om
the other hand, appeared minimal,
due to Quest’s underwater design, so
perhaps the combination is a good one
on this boat after all. There is ne
doubt that the ability to reduce sail
rapidly is a real asset in any cata-
maran, especially one so obviously
stable as this, because the loading im-
posed on the rig in a squall cam
become otherwise quite phenomenal.

As far as actual sea-going is com-
cerned, my impression was of an im-
mensely stable eraft; a most able sea-
boat—but both Judy and I thought
one might find the shortage of lockers
hoth on deck and below somewhat
frustrating if bound away on a long
cruise,

The headroom over the ceniral
nacelle makes a big difference to the
bridgedeck accommodation, but the
main entrance Lo the saleon from the
cockpit is sited off-centre, over omne
sloping side of the nacelle’s *V°, with
the result that one can easily miss
one's footing when coming below.
However, a step “can be provided'. We
both thought it ought to be; as
standard.

The navigator has the entire centre
part of the port hull to himself, so
that a full-sized chart table (oh rare,
sweet bliss indeed) can be slid out
from the space beneath the saloon
seat, and there is ample room for in-
struments, pilot books and so on. The
fact that the drinks locker is just
at his elbow is not perhaps the most
ideal juxtaposition should he become
fraught with worry, but as the boat
draws only 2!; feet (0:8m), his prob-
lems should mot be too great! And
should another crew member wish to
‘leave the room’, or have a shower, in

the heads compartment beyond him,
our intrepid pilot has only to give his
chart-table a shove, and chart and all
vanishes neatly from sight to give a
clear gangway forward.

Not all is perfect, though—while
admittedly one could use a part of
the ‘box-room’ for oilskins, there may
also be a temptation to stow wet
clothing up in the extensive bow for-
ward of the loo itself, which would
mean trailing dampness through much
of the accommodation. In view of a
definite shortage (in my humble
opinion) of locker-space on deck, I
think I.would have preferred to have
this very far forward bow space (the
same ahead of the bunk on the star-
board side) fully partitioned off with
a watertight crash bulkhead, and the
space thus enclosed accessible for
fender and warp stewage via a
clamped hatch let into the deck
moulding.

Quest has a very reassuring and
‘confidence-giving' feel to her, she
stands up to her canvas most im-
pressively, and with a better-cut head-
sail than the one we were using, she
will no doubt work to windward ex-
tremely well indeed in any normal
cruising conditions of wind or sea.

Ocean-going (given that extra stow-
age) should pose mo problems, and
although the low bridgedeck does
make contact with wave-tops, the ‘V*
of Prout's new-style nacelle reduces
slamming very effectively, so that
even a long haul to windward (up-
right sailing, of course) should be
acceptable as just a part of the very
happy boating we both felt this ex-
tremely good-looking, medium/large
catamaran should certainly provide.

Around E£22,000 will see Quesi
afloat complete with engine, and fitted
out for eruising, but four other avail-
able stages of completion would cut
the cost appreciably for those who
want to spend hours doing-it-them-
selves, in order to go a-questing on
the cheap. There is mo doubt that
this design has retained all that ome
has come to expect from the best of
Prout catamarans.
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Reprinted from ‘Practical Boat Owner’, May 1978,





